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PRESIDENTIAL OATH OF OFFICE

"I do solemnly swear that | will faithfully execute the office
of the President of the United Sates, and will to the
best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the

Consgtitution of the United Sates.”






PRESIDENT

BARACK
OBAMA

INAUGURAL ADDRESS - JANUARY 20, 2009

y fellow citizens: | stand heretoday humbled by the

task beforeus, grateful for thetrust you have bestowed,
mindful of the sacrificesborne by our ancestors. | thank President
Bush for hisserviceto our nation, aswell asthe generosity and
cooperation he has shown throughout thistransition.

Forty-four Americans have now taken the presidentia oath.
Thewords have been spoken during rising tides of prosperity and
thedtill watersof peace. Yet, every so often the oath istaken amidst
gathering clouds and raging storms. At these moments, America
has carried on not s mply because of the skill or vision of thosein
high office, but because We the Peopl e have remained faithful to
theidealsof our forbearers, and trueto our founding documents.

So it has been. So it must be with this generation of
Americans.



That weareinthemidst of crisisisnow well understood. Our
nationisat war, against afar-reaching network of violence and
hatred. Our economy is badly weakened, aconsequence of greed
and irresponsibility on the part of some, but also our collective
fallureto make hard choicesand preparethe nation for anew age.
Homeshave been | ogt; jobs shed; businesses shuttered. Our hedlth
careistoo costly; our schoolsfail too many; and each day brings
further evidencethat the wayswe use energy strengthen our ad-
versariesand threaten our planet.

Thesearetheindicatorsof crisis, subject to dataand statis-
tics. Lessmeasurable but no less profound isasapping of confi-
denceacrossour land - anagging fear that America'sdeclineis
inevitable, and that the next generation must lower itssights.

Today | say toyou that the challengeswefacearereal. They
areseriousand they aremany. They will not bemet easily orina
short span of time. But know this, America- they will bemet.

On thisday, we gather because we have chosen hope over
fear, unity of purpose over conflict and discord.

On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty
grievancesand fal se promises, therecriminationsand worn out dog-
mas, that for far too long have strangled our palitics.

We remain ayoung nation, but inthewordsof Scripture, the
time hascometo set aside childish things. Thetime hascometo
reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to
carry forward that precious gift, that nobleidea, passed on from
generation to generation: the God-given promisethat al areequal,
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al arefree, and all deserveachanceto pursuetheir full measure of
happiness.

In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that
greatnessisnever agiven. It must beearned. Our journey hasnever
been one of short-cutsor settling for less. It has not been the path
for thefaint-hearted - for those who prefer leisure over work, or
seek only the pleasures of richesand fame. Rather, it hasbeenthe
risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things- some cel ebrated but
more often men and women obscurein their labor, who have car-
ried usup thelong, rugged path towards prosperity and freedom.

For us, they packed up their few worldly possessions and
traveled across oceansin search of anew life.

For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West; en-
dured thelash of thewhip and plowed the hard earth.

For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord and
Gettysburg; Normandy and Khe Sahn.

Timeand again these men and women struggled and sacrificed
and worked till their hands were raw so that we might live a
better life. They saw America as bigger than the sum of our
individua ambitions, greeter thandl thedifferencesof birth or wedth
or faction.

Thisisthejourney we continue today. We remain the most
prosperous, powerful nation on Earth. Our workers are no less
productivethan when thiscrisisbegan. Our mindsareno lessinven-
tive, our goods and services no less needed than they were last

11



week or last month or last year. Our capacity remainsundimin-
ished. But our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow interests
and putting off unpleasant decisions- that time has surely passed.
Starting today, we must pick ourselvesup, dust ourselvesoff, and
begin againthework of remakingAmerica

For everywherewelook, thereiswork to bedone. The state
of the economy callsfor action, bold and swift, and wewill act -
not only to create new jobs, but to lay anew foundation for growth.
Wewill build theroadsand bridges, the electric gridsand digital
linesthat feed our commerceand bind ustogether. Wewill restore
sciencetoitsrightful place, and wield technology'swonderstoraise
health care'squality and lower itscost. Wewill harnessthesunand
thewindsand thesoil tofuel our carsand run our factories. Andwe
will transform our schoolsand collegesand universitiesto meet the
demandsof anew age. All thiswe cando. And al thiswewill do.

Now, there are somewho question the scale of our ambitions
- who suggest that our system cannot tolerate too many big
plans. Their memoriesareshort. For they haveforgotten what this
country hasaready done; what free men and women can achieve
when imaginationisjoined to common purpose, and necessity to
courage.

What thecynicsfail to understand isthat theground hasshifted
beneath them - that the stale political argumentsthat have con-
sumed usfor solong nolonger apply. Thequestionweask today is
not whether our government istoo big or too small, but whether it
works- whether it helpsfamiliesfind jobsat adecent wage, care
they can afford, aretirement that isdignified. Wheretheanswer is
yes, we intend to move forward. Where the answer isno, pro-
gramswill end. And those of uswho managethe public'sdollars
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will be held to account - to spend wisely, reform bad habits, and
do our businessin the light of day - because only then can we
restorethevital trust between apeopleand their government.

Nor isthe question before uswhether the market isaforce
for good or ill. Its power to generate weal th and expand freedom
is unmatched, but this crisis has reminded us that without a
watchful eye, themarket can spin out of control - and that anation
cannot prosper long when it favors only the prosperous. The
success of our economy hasaways depended not just onthesize
of our Gross Domestic Product, but on the reach of our
prosperity; on our ability to extend opportunity to every willing
heart - not out of charity, but becauseit isthe surest routeto our
common good.

Asfor our common defense, we reject asfalsethe choice
between our safety and our ideals. Our Founding Fathers, faced
with perilswe can scarcely imagine, drafted acharter to assurethe
ruleof law and therights of man, acharter expanded by the blood
of generations. Thoseidealsstill light theworld, and wewill not
givethem up for expedience's sake. And so to all other peoples
and governmentswho are watching today, from the grandest capi-
tals to the small village where my father was born: know that
Americaisafriend of each nation and every man, woman, and
child who seeks afuture of peace and dignity, and that we are
ready to lead once more.

Recall that earlier generationsfaced down fascism and com-
munism not just with missilesand tanks, but with sturdy alliances
and enduring convictions. They understood that our power alone
cannot protect us, nor does it entitle us to do as we please.
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Instead, they knew that our power growsthrough itsprudent use;
our security emanatesfrom thejustness of our cause, theforce of
our example, thetempering qualitiesof humility and restraint.

We arethe keepersof thislegacy. Guided by these principles
oncemore, we can meet those new threatsthat demand even greater
effort - even greater cooperation and understanding between
nations. Wewill beginto responsibly leave Iraqtoitspeople, and
forge ahard-earned peacein Afghanistan. With old friends and
former foes, wewill work tirdlesdy tolessen the nuclear thresat, and
roll back the specter of awarming planet. Wewill not apologizefor
our way of life, nor will wewaver initsdefense, and for thosewho
seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering
innocents, we say to you now that our spirit isstronger and cannot
be broken; you cannot outlast us, and we will defeat you.

For weknow that our patchwork heritageisastrength, nota
weakness. We areanation of Christiansand Muslims, Jewsand
Hindus- and non-believers. We are shaped by every languageand
culture, drawn from every end of thisEarth; and becausewe have
tasted the bitter swill of civil war and segregation, and emerged
fromthat dark chapter stronger and more united, we cannot help
but believethat the old hatreds shall someday pass; that thelinesof
tribe shall soon dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our
common humanity shall reved itsdlf; and that Americamust play its
roleinushering inanew eraof peace.

TotheMudimworld, we seek anew way forward, based on
mutual interest and mutual respect. To thoseleadersaround the
globewnho seek to sow conflict, or blametheir society'sillsonthe
West - know that your people will judge you on what you can
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build, not what you destroy. To those who cling to power through
corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent, know that you
areonthewrong sideof history; but that wewill extend ahand if
you arewillingto unclenchyour fis.

To the people of poor nations, we pledgeto work alongside
you to makeyour farmsflourish and | et clean watersflow; to nour-
ish starved bodiesand feed hungry minds. And to those nationslike
oursthat enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford
indifferenceto suffering outside our borders; nor canwe consume
theworld'sresourceswithout regard to effect. For theworld has
changed, and we must changewithit.

Aswe consider theroad that unfoldsbefore us, weremem-
ber with humble gratitude those brave Americans who, at this
very hour, patrol far-off desertsand distant mountains. They have
something to tell ustoday, just as the fallen heroeswho liein
Arlington whisper through the ages. We honor them not only
because they are guardians of our liberty, but because they
embody the spirit of service; awillingnessto find meaningin some-
thing greater than themselves. And yet, at thismoment - amoment
that will defineageneration - itisprecisely thisspirit that must
inhabitusall.

For as much as government can do and must do, it isulti-
mately the faith and determination of the American peopleupon
whichthisnationrelies. It isthekindnesstotakeinastranger when
theleveesbreak, the selflessness of workerswho would rather cut
their hoursthan seeafriend losetheir job which seesusthrough
our darkest hours. It isthefirefighter's courageto storm astairway
filled with smoke, but also aparent'swillingnessto nurtureachild,
that finally decidesour fate.
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Our challenges may benew. Theinstrumentswithwhichwe
meet them may be new. But those val ues upon which our success
depends- hard work and honesty, courageand fair play, tolerance
and curiosity, loyalty and patriotism - thesethingsareold. These
thingsaretrue. They havebeenthequiet force of progressthrough-
out our history. What isdemanded thenisareturn to thesetruths.
What isrequired of usnow isanew eraof responsibility - arecog-
nition, on the part of every American, that we have dutiesto our-
selves, our nation, and theworld, dutiesthat we do not grudgingly
accept but rather seize gladly, firminthe knowledgethat thereis
nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than
giving our dl toadifficult task.

Thisisthepriceand the promiseof citizenship.

Thisisthe sourceof our confidence- the knowledgethat God
callson usto shape an uncertain destiny.

Thisisthemeaning of our liberty and our creed - why men
and women and children of every raceand every faithcanjoinin
celebration acrossthismagnificent mall, and why amanwhosefa-
ther lessthan sixty yearsago might not have been served at alocal
restaurant can now stand before you to take amost sacred oath.

Solet usmark thisday with remembrance, of whoweareand
how far we have traveled. In the year of Americasbirth, in the
coldest of months, asmall band of patriots huddled by dying camp-
firesontheshoresof anicy river. The capital wasabandoned. The
enemy was advancing. The snow was stained with blood. At a
moment when the outcome of our revol ution was most in doubt,
thefather of our nation ordered these wordsberead to the people:
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"Let it be told to the future world...that in the depth of
winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive...that
the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came
forth to meet [it]."

America. Inthefaceof our common dangers, inthiswinter of
our hardship, let usremember thesetimel esswords. With hopeand
virtue, let usbrave once moretheicy currents, and endure what
storms may come. Let it be said by our children's children that
whenweweretested werefused tol et thisjourney end, that wedid
not turn back nor did wefalter; and with eyesfixed on thehhorizon
and God'sgrace upon us, we carried forth that great gift of free-
domand deliveredit safely to future generations.

God blessyou and God Blessthe United States of America.
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REVEREND
RICK WARREN

INAUGURAL PRAYER - JANUARY 20, 2009

Let uspray.

Almighty God, our father, everything we seeand everything
wecan't seeexistsbecauseof youaone. It all comesformyou, it
all belongstoyou, it all existsfor your glory. History isyour story.
The Scripturetellsus,

‘Hear, oh Israel, the Lord isour God, the Lord isone’ and
you are the compassionate and merciful one and you are lov-
ing to everyone you have made.

Now today weregjoicenot only inAmerica’'s peaceful transfer
of power for the43rd time, we cel ebrate ahinge-point of history
withtheinauguration of our first African American president of the
united states. We are so grateful toliveinthisland, aland of un-
equaed possibility, whereaason of anAfrican Immigrant canrise
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tothehighest level of our leadership. And we know today that Dr.
Kingand agreat cloud of witnessesare shouting in heaven.

Giveto our new president, Barack Obama, the wisdom to
lead uswith humility, the courageto lead uswith integrity, thecom-
passiontolead uswith generosity. Blessand protect him, hisfamily,
VicePresident Biden, the Cabinet and every oneof our fredy elected
leaders.

Help us, oh God, to remember that weareAmericans. United
not by raceor religion or by blood, but to our commitment to free-
domandjusticefor al. Whenwefocuson ourselves, when wefight
each other, when weforget you, forgive us.

When we presumethat our greatness and our prosperity is
oursalone, forgiveus. whenwefail totreat our fellow human be-
ingsand all the earth with the respect that they deserve, forgiveus.
And aswefacethesedifficult daysahead, may wehaveanew birth
of clarity inour aims, responsibility in our actions, humility in our
approachesand civility in our attitudes—even when wediffer.

Help usto share, to serve and to seek the common good of
all. May all people of good will today join together to work for a
more just, amore healthy and a more prosperous nation and a
peaceful planet. And may we never forget that oneday, all nations,
all peoplewill stand accountabl e before You. Wenow commit our
new president and hiswife Michelleand hisdaughters, Maiaand
Sasha, into your loving care.

| humbly ask thisin the name of the one who changed my
life—Yeshua, Esa, Jesus,
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Jesus—who taught usto pray:

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be they name.
They kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it isin
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver usfromeuvil, for thineis
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.

Amen.
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WHERE WERE YOU ON
JANUARY 20, 20097
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THOUGHTSAND MEMORIES
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PRESIDENT

BARACK

Barack Obamawasraised by asinglemother and his
grandparents. They didn't have much money, but they taught him
valuesfrom the Kansas heartland where they grew up. He
took out loansto put himself through school . After college, he
worked for Christian churchesin Chicago, hel ping communities
devastated when steel plants closed. Obamaturned down
lucrativejob offersafter law school toreturnto Chicago, leading
asuccessful voter registration drive. Hejoined asmall law firm,
taught condtitutiona law and, guided by hisChrigtianfaith,
stayed activein hiscommunity. Obamaand hiswife Michelleare
proud parents of two daughters, Sashaand Malia.
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